MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
SUBJECT: Proceedings – Air Force Eastern-New England Region
Airspace/Range Council – Management Session
1. GENERAL
The Air Force Eastern-New England Region Airspace/Range Council – Management Session,
began at 1:00 p.m. on 12 June 2002, at the Delaware Air National Guard (ANG) base in New
Castle. The Delaware ANG hosted the meeting and provided outstanding support.
2. COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS FOR JUNE 12, 2002
A. Welcoming Remarks/Objectives
Colonel St. Clair (Council Co-Chairman) welcomed everyone and provided a brief
history of the evolution of the management council which began in 1989 in an effort to
improve communication between units, states, land managers, and concerned citizens
groups. BGen Pontelandolfo (Chief of Staff, Delaware ANG) welcomed everyone on
behalf of the Delaware Air National Guard to the FIRST STATE and a TAX FREE
STATE. Colonel St. Clair then introduced MGen Sullivan (Co-Chairman, National
Airspace/Range Executive Council).
General Sullivan added his welcome and
appreciation for everyone’s attendance. He reiterated how important these meetings were.
The meetings provide an excellent opportunity to communicate, as evidenced by the
many issues that have been resolved over the years. Mr. Pease (Headquarters U. S. Air
Force, Associate Director for Ranges and Airspace, Regional Co-Chairman) welcomed
everyone. Mr. Pease recognized the other General Officers and asked everyone to
introduce himself or herself.
B. National Overview
Mr. Pease began by saying that there are some new legislative initiatives by the DOD to
clarify some of the loopholes that exist in old environment and land use law There are
about 80 different Threatened and Endangered Species that reside on United States Air
Force installations and weapons ranges. Threatened and Endangered Species often
survive better on our ranges mainly due to the fact that humans are not present.
We have new challenges facing us with the advent of the National Airspace (NAS)
Redesign. How to accommodate the needs of all users in one safe, secure, and efficient
system. He presented a series of charts depicting various impacts on the placement of
military training airspace. One chart depicted civil air traffic on Thanksgiving Day;
others displayed population density, location of federal land, and DoD airspace. The
Thanksgiving Day slide illustrated likely commercial traffic flows if there were no DoD
airspace in use. DoD requirements are always changing as new capabilities and tactics
evolve. The inherent flexibility envisioned by the FAA for the NAS redesign will give the
DOD the same flexibility to meet our future needs as they evolve. We do have some
problems in congested areas getting high-altitude airspace but generally, the FAA does a
good job accommodating our requirements.
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“I was there first.” This is a statement that could be made by military airspace schedulers
when land managers attempt to develop new wilderness areas, for example, under
existing military airspace. The reverse is true when airspace proponents attempt to
develop new airspace over existing wilderness or wilderness study areas. Airspace and
range people need to look at the land beneath their training area as land managers need to
look at the airspace above them when planning changes. DoD aircraft train over about
10-12 million acres of wilderness. Another 5-6 million acres under DoD training airspace
are wilderness study areas that have yet to be established as wilderness.
Aircraft noise is a problem the magnitude of which is directly related to the growing
urbanization of the country and the proximity of noise to sensitive areas such as
wilderness, parks, and refuges.
Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) at our ranges is a major issue with new legislation
requiring changes in our procedures. Seventeen ranges are on Army property, and issues
between to the two services must also be worked out. The Air Force has been clearing
UXO and target residue from ranges since the 1940s as a safety issue. This reduces
sympathetic detonation/ricochet hazard for aircraft during weapons delivery training. It
also provides training to Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) personnel. Over 9,600 tons
of UXO and target residue were cleared in FY 2000. The Air Force is developing a
complete life-cycle munition, designed to reduce range clean up in the future and recycle
the spent training rounds.
LtCol Wilson is building a range guidebook that will provide a single-source document
for range personnel to use to solve common problems. The approach will be a flow chart
to follow from stating the problem and to implementing a solution.
A major emphasis within the airspace community must be the development of a good
outreach program to keep the people near the training airspace informed on what is
happening and to listen to their concerns. The Montana Training Range is an example of
how to do things right when working with community leaders, setting the requirements,
and finding a solution. General Hornburg has led the outreach program by example,
recently visiting the Tohono O’odham nation adjacent to the Goldwater Range Complex.
C. Unit Operations Briefings

ANG Massachusetts – 102nd Fighter Wing – Major Dolan. The unit flies F-15s from
Otis Air National Guard Base. Much of their training is conducted in the over-water
Warning Areas 105 and 107. They use the Scotty and Condor overland airspace when the
warning areas are unusable due to weather. Problems the unit is having with training
airspace include communications with FACSFAC VACAPES and limitations placed on
airspace when unknown traffic is present in the area. The unit would like to see some
improvement in the transition from W105 to W107. The unit also has a requirement for
low altitude training over land.
ANG Vermont – 158th Fighter Wing – Major Rahill. The unit is based in Burlington and
flies F-16 aircraft with a General Purpose mission tasking. This means they have to be
proficient in air-to-ground and air-to-air missions. The unit has been very busy with post
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9-11 Air Combat Patrol missions over high value areas, logging over 3,000 hours in CAP
missions.
They fly to Ft. Drum in New York and Bollen Range in Pennsylvania and south to Dare
County range in the Carolinas for specific laser operations. The unit has been using the
new exemption to allow for “lights out” training above 18,000 feet. The new training
goal, “Time Sensitive Targeting,” is to be able to employ laser-guided weapons on targets
with minimum time between identifying the target and weapon on target.
ANG New Hampshire – Colonel Sears. The New Hampshire ANG 157th Air Refueling
Wing at Pease International Tradeport flies variants of the KC-135 tanker aircraft.
Airspace most commonly used is at high altitude. The units use Altitude Reservations
(ALTRV) and tracks between FL180 and FL300 for air refueling operations. Unit aircraft
are receiving engine and cockpit upgrades. The cockpit upgrades are being performed at
Pease ANGB.
ANG New York – LtCol Scott (174th Fighter Wing, Syracuse) briefed that the 174 FW at
Syracuse flies F-16s in the conventional General Purpose role. The majority of missions
flown by the 174 FW go to Ft Drum Range and the associated airspace. The unit trains
against F-15 and A-10 aircraft from low altitude to above 30,000 feet. The unit has 30
pilots and between 800 and 1000 total personnel that support over 3,000 flight hours per
year.
BGen Brittain briefed that the 105th Airlift Wing at Stewart Airport, New York flies the
C-5 cargo aircraft, the largest cargo aircraft in the U.S Air Force. The 107 th Air Refueling
Wing in Niagara flies KC-135 tanker aircraft. The 109 th Airlift Wing at Schenectady flies
C-130s, and is the only Air Force C-130 unit outfitted with skies. These aircraft support
Antarctica re-supply missions.
ANG New Jersey - Major Haar (Detachment 1, 177 Fighter Wing). This has been one
of the leading units supporting Nobel Eagle, having flown over 1,680 sorties and over
3,500 hours. A major issue for the F-16 unit is high-altitude release bomb (HARB)
airspace at Warren Grove Range up to 23,000 feet. The T-1 communications line is
installed and should pave the way for acquisition of HARB airspace. Warning Area
airspace is available for air-to-air training and other airspace is adequate. Night vision
goggle training is accomplished in Warning Areas. Warren Grove Range personnel are
continuing to improve communications with New York Center to return airspace when
not needed for training.
ANG Rhode Island – BGen Kennish - The 143rd Airlift Wing flies C-130E and C-130J
aircraft in the tactical airlift role from Quonset ANGB seven miles south of the
Providence airport. The unit schedules several slow routes but most of the use of these
routes is by other units. Low-altitude tactical navigation (LATN) airspace is their primary
training airspace at airspeeds less than 250 knots (approximately 278 mph) in Rhode
Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. They receive 5 to 10 noise complaints per year
and try to vary their routes to avoid overflying the same location. They train at four
different drop zones.
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ANG Delaware – Brigadier General Pontelandolfo (Chief of Staff, Delaware Air
National Guard) - The 166th Airlift Wing at New Castle flies 8 C-130H tactical airlift
aircraft. The major problem for the unit within the state of Delaware is the large number
of chicken farms in lower Delaware that need to be avoided on training sorties. The unit
trains at very altitude, down to 300 feet over land and 100 feet over water. Night Vision
Goggle training has required the normal training day to be extended to allow missions
from 10 pm to 12 pm.
ANG Connecticut and ANG Massachusetts – LtCol Mitchell described the joint
training of the 103rd Fighter Wing, which base their A-10 aircraft at Bradley International
Airport, Connecticut, and the 104th Fighter Wing, which base their A-10 aircraft at Barnes
Airport, Massachusetts. The 103 FW, Connecticut ANG, schedules Yankee I and II
military operations areas. Yankee II, the smaller of the two MOAs, extends from 100 feet
above ground level to 9,000 feet, while Yankee I is from 9,000 feet to 18,000 feet. The
versatile A-10 aircrews fly many mission profiles to include Combat Search and Rescue
(CSAR) and Close Air Support (CAS). They use Fort Drum Range in New York and
Warren Grove, NJ. The two units are located close to each other, fly the same mission
profiles, and share the same airspace. Military training routes VR-840, VR-841, and VR842 are used. Wartime tasking is changing and more night training at low altitude is
required as well as medium altitude lights-out training.
ANG Pennsylvania – LtCol Thomas (Detachment 1, 193rd Special Operations
Wing - Bollen Range). Pennsylvania has three ANG flying units: 171st Air Refueling
Wing based at Pittsburgh flying KC-135 aircraft; 193rd Special Operations Wing based at
Harrisburg flying C-130 aircraft; and the 111 th Fighter Wing at Willow Grove flying F-16
aircraft. Restricted Area R-5802 and Kiowa Military Operations Area (MOA) are near Ft
Indiantown Gap, Bollen Range. The range provides service to multiple users and
schedules several military training routes. Bollen Range is attempting to acquire higher
airspace, from 13,000 feet to 25,000 feet, for required tactics training. In the past, they
only trained one night a month at the range, but now nights are a big part of unit training.
Air Force Reserve Command – Mr. Lambert noted that AFRC has two units in
Pennsylvania flying C-130 aircraft from Pittsburgh and Harrisburg.
ANG Maryland – Colonel Hickey noted that the 175th Wing at Baltimore was receiving
C-130J aircraft that would require new tactical training events.
ANG DC – Captain Lahoud. The DC ANG has F-16s with a general-purpose mission.
They train at Warren Grove and Bollen ranges as well as overland low levels in Maryland
and Virginia. Their air-to-air training is accomplished in overwater Warning Areas.
Air Mobility Command – Mr. Krogh briefed that Air Mobility Command has three
bases in the region: executive support aircraft at Andrews AFB and airlift at McGuire
AFB and Dover AFB. McGuire flies the KC-10 tankers and C-141 cargo aircraft in a
strategic airlift role. The C-141s fly three-ship formations, day and night, under
instrument conditions or visual conditions. Drop zones are used occasionally as low as
500 feet above the ground. Some training is accomplished with the use of night vision
goggles. C-17s are scheduled to be based at McGuire AFB, to replace the aging C-141s,
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between 2004 and 2005. Dover AFB flies C-5 strategic airlift aircraft and should be
converting to C-17s between 2007 and 2008.
Air Force Reserve Command has units associated with the flying units at both Dover
and McGuire AFBs.
D. Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association
Mr. Brown. AOPA was founded in 1939 by five Philadelphia businessmen who were
concerned about the looming national security problems for general aviation on the eve of
World War II. Circumstances have placed AOPA in a similar role following the event of
September 11th. Prior to the terrorist attacks, AOPA was concerned about making flying
cheaper, safer, and more accessible to the average citizen. Now, in addition to those
things, AOPA is fighting for the survival of general aviation.
AOPA is made up of over 380,000 aviation enthusiasts and professionals. This represents
well over half of this country’s pilot population. In spite of GA’s value, the events of 9/11
brought a great deal of change to our industry. AOPA was immediately in contact with
high-ranking officials from the FAA and DOT in an effort to do whatever we could to
play an active role in addressing any security concerns while getting our constituents back
in the air as soon as possible.
In the days of old, the violation of a flight restriction usually led to certificate action, and
the military had no stake or interest in the occurrence. Now, many of you have a very
keen interest in civil aviation’s compliance with existing restrictions, so it’s important that
you understand what we are doing to lessen the possibility what you will be needed to
take action against a GA pilot. It’s equally important that you recognize how difficult it
can be even for the most responsible of civil pilots to comply with certain restrictions.
Nothing better illustrates this point than the nuclear NOTAM (Notice to Airmen) (flights
within a 10 nautical mile radius of all nuclear power facilities were prohibited). This
effectively closed 85 airports, grounded over 5,700 airplanes, and impacted nearly 3.5
million operations. This was made worse by the fact that pilots had no way of knowing
exactly where these facilities were located. The matter became so confusing that the
Flight Service Station (FSS) specialists who are responsible for pilot briefings were given
a blanket letter of absolution for any briefing errors resulting from this restriction. Of
course, the pilots who received these briefings were not so fortunate. This NOTAM is
part of the motivation behind AOPA’s current initiative to force the FAA to produce
graphical Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR) and make them available to pilots via
multiple resources. Deficiencies in the NOTAM system also crate problems for the GA
pilot. This is why NOTAM “reform” continues to be a big issue for AOA as an
organization.
It is important for AOPA to be involved in local and national airspace redesign efforts to
ensure that the needs of our members are taken into consideration. There is an inherent
danger to having a mix of civil and high-performance aircraft operating within the same
airspace. Although not legally restricted from operating under Visual Flight Rules (VFR)
in some active Special Use Airspace (SUA), the element of danger serves as a de facto
restriction. Better scheduling and real-time data mitigates this difficulty. It also benefits
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the military community because it allows GA pilots to plan around your activities
whenever possible.
AOPA’s efforts on the SUA front include making SAMS information available via the
web. There is also a graphical version of SAMS expected for later this year that will
include MTRs. We’ve also worked with the Air Force on a mitigating strategy for Night
Vision Goggle (NVG) “lights-out” training in MOAs, which includes improved radar and
communications coverage, as well as charting and educational initiatives that will help
pilots to better interface with SUA.
New challenges will require our collaborative efforts if we are to be successful, and to
that end, Mr. Brown gladly holds himself as a point of contact if ever AOPA can assist
anyone in their activities. In the near future, AOPA hopes to have a more formalized SUA
advocacy plan available that will codify our methodology for evaluating airspace
proposals. My hope is that this will serve as a foundation for a better working
relationship between our respective organizations.
E. BLM and/or Forest Service
Ms. Stewart (BLM/USFS (Fire and Aviation) was unable to attend this year’s meetings
due to the early arrival of a very extensive fire season. Highlights of her briefing from a
previous meeting are included at Attachment 3.
F. Breakout Sessions for Tomorrow?
Mr. Pease suggested that breakouts would be held for Airspace Denials, Warning Area
communications, and the Northern New York airspace during tomorrow morning’s
session.
3. SESSION WRAP UP
Mr. Pease thanked everyone and adjourned the afternoon session at 4:30 p.m.
4. COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS – JUNE 13, 2002
Colonel St Clair and Mr. Pease welcomed everyone back at 8:00 a.m.
A. National Park Service Perspectives
Ms. O’Sullivan (National Park Service) began by stating that she was filling in for Mr.
Oppermann. She stressed that the major impact of the regional meetings is the improved
communications between the military and civilian agencies. She briefly mentioned the
national parks within the region and that Delaware is the only state in the region without a
National Park Service-administered park or monument.
The National Park Service is working to return parks to their natural quite as it may have
existed when the parks were created. She presented a video clip on the “Nature of
Sound” and emphasized that the “Natural Quiet” is disappearing at an alarming rate.
Mechanical noise from a wide variety of sources, one of which is aircraft, is
overwhelming the sounds of nature. As Chip Dennerlein, former Alaska Regional
Director for the National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA), says “There are a
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number of parks that look much as they did 200 years ago, but very few that sound as
they did even 20 years ago.”
In 1987, Congress, led by Senator John McCain of Arizona, enacted the National Parks
Over Flights Act. That Act required the NPS and the FAA to work together to
substantially restore natural quiet at the Grand Canyon and to determine the effects of
commercial air tours on parks throughout the system. The National Parks Air Tour
Management Act of 2000 provides for the regulation of commercial air tours throughout
the national park system. That Act is still in the process of being implemented.
The Park Service has a statutory responsibility to protect park resources and values
unimpaired while providing for visitor enjoyment and the sound of nature are among
those resources or values. Visitors have a reasonable expectation of experiencing
tranquility, serenity, peace and solitude in certain park areas and the NPS is determined to
continue providing that opportunity.
As for military over-flight issues, surveys of park managers have indicated that about 40
percent of the 387 units have concerns about actual or potential military over-flight
issues, and roughly that percentage of parks lie under or within 10 miles of military
training routes (MTRs) or military operations areas (MOAs). This is why the Park
Service has actively participated in these regional meetings since 1995. The Park Service
and the Air Force have developed a special kind of working relationship and the two
agencies are currently working on a joint initiative to develop a communication
sourcebook that will facilitate the exchange of information between them.
With the creation of the Soundscapes Program, the NPS has begun to focus on the sounds
of the natural environment, as well as the landscapes and wildlife, throughout the national
park system. Visitors hear a park as well as see it. Sounds are an indication of the
ecosystem’s health. The program’s current top priority is to work with the FAA to
implement the National Parks Air Tour Management Act of 2000. Congress affirmed in
the Act that the FAA was responsible for airspace and that the Park Service was
responsible for preserving park resources and values. The two agencies are required to
jointly develop an air tour management plan (ATMP) for every park where air tours exist
or are proposed, and were given two years to comply with the legislation by developing
ATMPs for 50 to 60 parks. These plans will consider noise generated from all sources,
such as snowmobiles, watercraft, park vehicles, and aircraft.
Forty percent of parks have DoD airspace in the area. This can adversely affect wildlife,
cultural resources, visitor sounds experience, and in some cases, safety. Military airspace
may predate some NPS establishments and the NPS recognizes the military’s need to
train. We are also providing park personnel with information about solutions developed
at other parks and are encouraging them to cooperate with the involved DoD
component(s) in search of mutually acceptable solutions. The Soundscapes Program
Center is located in Fort Collins, CO.
Mr. Pease added that in a recent survey of NPS supervisors, 95 percent of the people with
problems had not talked with the units (or vice versa). The Regional Sourcebooks are
being created to enhance communication between the Air Force and the NPS. The
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sourcebook for the Western Pacific Region is nearing completion and should be out by
late summer. A question has come up as to why the other DoD components and land
management agencies were not included. The answer is that just covering the Air Force
and the Park Service is a huge task. Once the Regional Sourcebooks are completed the
concept can readily be extended to other armed services and other land management
agencies.
There are success stories such as Joshua Tree National Park, which is one example of a
win-win situation. The DoD established a three-way “team” (Navy, Air Force, and
National Park Service) to address the proposal. The agencies were able to complete a
joint Environmental Assessment and to move the route. Joshua Tree NP gained because
noise impacts were moved to a less sensitive (to resources and visitors) part of the park,
and the Navy gained because it can conduct low-level training over part of the new route.
Many ancillary examples of cooperation between DoD and NPS exist.
B. State Aviation Directors
Delaware – Mr. Van Den Heuvel noted that his small state has no commercial air service
but does have an active general aviation community with over 7,000 aircraft with DE
addresses. There are 10 general aviation airports in the state. Dover AFB is the largest
aviation activity in the state with a major economic impact.
Maryland – Mr. Mundie briefed the council that the state of Maryland has a new airport,
Massy Aerodrome, in northeast Maryland. The general aviation community within the
state has received the hardest impact from the September 11 th incident with three airports
shut down and aircraft moved to other airports. Another impact is the increasing number
of GPS approaches being charted at state airports.
Maine – Mr. Nelson (Maine DOT - Office of Passenger Transportation) informed the
council that change is occurring in the state of Maine with paper mills being shut down in
the area under the Condor MOA. The area is converting to an upscale vacation home
region. There are three airports in the area with increasing activity. Mr. Lake
emphasized the value of face-to-face visits by unit personnel to the region under their
training airspace. He also mentioned that problems with the public in New York have
been reduced since the establishment of a toll-free telephone number and invitations to
work together to identify and resolve issues and problems. In Vermont, the F-16 unit is
pro-active with local communities and provides fly-by support to local communities when
requested.
C. Military Representatives to the FAA
ARMY DARR – LTC Walsh briefed that a major emphasis in the Army is the increased
use of Remotely Operated Aircraft (ROA) and the increase in night operations. Airspace
for night operations is becoming easier to find but solving the noise problem at night is
more formidable. The Army is also looking for higher airspace to training in.
NAVY– LT Harmon of FACSFAC VACAPES briefed that his organization is
responsible for the scheduling and control of off-shore Warning Areas from North
Carolina to Maine. A major change for the Navy will be the closure of Vieques and the
shifting of operations to Key West. Range operations will be shifted to other facilities
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throughout the US. Navy shipboard gunfire training will be shifted to Camp Lejeune and
to floating targets within the offshore Warning Areas.
The Navy is working with the FAA and AF to redesign W107 and W105 to improve
traffic flow. Additionally, the Navy is working on support for the FAA’s Severe Weather
Avoidance Program to give back airspace to provide alternate routes for commercial
traffic during severe weather situations. The Navy has also been releasing airspace to the
FAA for holidays when possible.
Air Force – LtCol Wyman (AFREP FAA ANE-910) began by stressing that the teams at
the military representatives offices in the FAA Regions were the “911” and “411” service
for all units within the region. He suggested that anyone with any problem or question
should call.
The Eastern and New England Regions of the FAA have been heavily involved with
military activity on and after September 11 th. The coordination to maintain air defense
Combat Air Patrol orbits around major cities in the northeast is extensive and amazing.
The FAA’s work and that of the Northeast Air Defense Sector (NEADS) have been
exceptional.
The New York - New Jersey airspace redesign is still in its early stages. The expected
completion date is 2004 for the plan and 2007 for the new approach control. The Potomac
Approach Control will be a reality in June 2003. It will control Dulles, BWI, National,
and Andrews AFB.
Airspace Denials - You are capped because it is the easiest way to provide airspace for
commercial aircraft. With heavy traffic and a gap of time between aircraft, a center
controller will sometimes take the opportunity to give someone a shortcut through the
area. The next flight must then be capped or delayed to provide clearance for the aircraft
to leave the special use area before the entire area is returned to the unit.
The NE region has a new administrator but still retains Mr. Scoggins, an outstanding
military liaison. Be sure to let them know if there are any problems. The MOS is
available at each center. Without communication with individual units, the regional and
center personnel are not aware of your problem. The FAA does hear from the commercial
aviation lobby constantly.
D. Breakout Sessions – Recap
Northern New York Airspace Redesign – LtCol Tomaselli (174 FW / Det 1 / CV)
reviewed the discussion concerning the airspace associated with the Ft Drum Weapons
Delivery Range. The group agreed on implementing an interim division of the existing
MOA and ATCAA airspace while awaiting the implementation of the newly designed
airspace. There was discussion on attempting to improve the ingress and egress
procedures through a procedure similar to MARSA (Military Assumes Responsibility for
Separation of Aircraft) for participating aircraft, that will allow for better safety and
improve communications between flights, as the transition into and out of the airspace.
Further discussions centered on improving area scheduling through better scheduler-toscheduler communication.
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Warning Areas 105 and 107 Communication and Transition Procedures – LT
Harmon provided the breakout attendees with a brief educational discussion on the
Navy’s FASFAC units and their capabilities. The members of the breakout recommended
that the National Guard Bureau designate a Point of Contact to work with the Navy on an
airspace re-design for the northern Warning Areas.
A second topic was the FAA SWA Program. The members of the breakout thought that a
description of the program should be available to every pilot flying in the region to better
understand how it works. They also proposed that existing airspace should be redesigned
to better accommodate the SWAP and still provide sufficient airspace to accommodate the
majority of training missions.
Airspace Denial Reports – LtCol Wyman summarized the breakout session. The
reports should continue to go through the MAJCOMs to track long-term trends.
Time-critical problems with denials should be addressed immediately from the unit to the
MOS at the center responsible for the airspace.
The breakout group suggested that a summary of airspace denial reports be presented at
the next management meeting of the airspace and range council. Send reports to Pete to
develop the briefing for the next meeting.
5. ACTION ITEMS
ACTION ITEM (ENE-June 02-Mgt 01): Air Force and Navy develop transition procedures
for flights between W105 and W107
OPR: FACSFAC VACAPES
ACTION ITEM (ENE-June 02-Mgt 02): ANG units will forward specific communications
problems to FACSFAC VACAPES through ANG/C4RA.
OPR: Mr. Lake; LT Harmon
Assuming units make specific inputs, LT Harmon will provide, at the next meeting of this
council, a briefing on identified communication problems and solutions taken.
6. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Air Force Eastern-New England Region Airspace/Range Council –
DoD and Management Sessions — will be in June 2003. Dates and location will be
announced later.
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7. ADJOURN
Colonel St. Clair discussed how to get information on problems and to get items of interest
on the agenda ahead of time so that the appropriate individuals can be in attendance and be
prepared to respond to questions on the specific topic of interest.
Mr. Pease added that if you have questions during the year, make HQ aware of your
questions. The message that requests your attendance at the council meetings will be written
to more clearly request your response to it with problems and questions you have about
training requirements and procedures. Airspace denials and lights-out training are the current
high-interest topics at HQ AF/XO. XOOT briefs training issues to the XO staff every two
weeks. Mr. Pease will ensure that Mr. Lake receives this briefing and will be able to
distribute it to ANG units.
Colonel St. Clair closed the meeting by saying how glad he was to notice incremental steps
for improvement taken each year. Mr. Pease added in conclusion that, “You don’t know how
far you have come until you look back to see where you came from.”
MGen Sullivan added in his final remarks that on a national level he needs to have the results
from airspace denial reports including the percentage of lost training. He can take this
information to the FAA and attempt to fix the system. They currently are not able to live with
the agreements they have made on Special Use Airspace. An FAA comment after denying
fighters the scheduled airspace often sounds like this one, “How many paying customers did
you have on your aircraft today?” The real answer is “the entire population of the United
States as they depend on highly trained military aircrew to defend them and allow them to
travel safely in the skies of the United States and abroad.”
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
8. APPROVED
// Signed //
GERALD F. PEASE, JR, SES, USAF
Associate Director for Ranges and Airspace
Air Force Directorate of Operations and Training
Co-Chairman, Southern Region Airspace/Range
Council

// Signed //
ROBERT H. ST. CLAIR, Colonel, USAF
Headquarters, Massachusetts ANG
Co-Chairman, Eastern-New England Region
Airspace/Range Council

Attachments:
1. Agenda
2. List of Attendees
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AGENDA
12 JUNE 2002

MANAGEMENT SESSION

1:00

Welcoming Remarks/Objectives

Colonel St. Clair
Mr. Pease

1:15

National Overview

General Sullivan
Mr. Pease

1:40

Unit Operations Briefings
- Aircraft
- Airspace
- Problems and Issues Being Worked or Recently Solved
(Opportunity for other agencies to identify problems/issues)

2:40

Break

3:10

Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association (AOPA)

3:30

BLM and/or Forest Service

4:00

Breakout Sessions for Tomorrow?

4:15

Session Wrap Up

Mr. Brown

Colonel St. Clair
Mr. Pease
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AGENDA
13 JUNE 2002

MANAGEMENT SESSION

8:00

Opening Remarks

Colonel St. Clair
Mr. Pease

8:10

Military Reps to the FAA – Perspectives/Issues

LtCol Wyman
LtCol Walsh
Lt. Harmon

8:30

FAA Perspectives

Ms. Johannes

8:45

State Aviation Directors

9:00

Major Command Issues and Status Updates

9:15

BREAK

9:45

National Park Service Perspectives

10:45

Breakout Sessions

11:45

Breakout Summaries

11:50

Action Item Recap

Mr. Rose

11:55

Next Meeting
(June 2003)

Colonel St. Clair
Mr. Pease

12:00

Adjourn

Colonel St. Clair
Mr. Pease

Ms. O’Sullivan
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BLM FOREST SERVICE
BLM and Forest Service – Ms Stewart (BLM/USFS (Fire and Aviation) - Hghlights of her briefing from a
previous meeting:
Last fire season the fire aviation assets flew 160,000 hours, most of which was in Special Use Airspace, such
as MOAs, and areas for special use such as MTRs or LATN areas. These aircraft included lead planes, air
tankers, and helicopters. There are many types of aircraft around a fire. Ms. Stewart’s position with the BLM
and Forest Service was created in 1991 with the purpose of avoiding a mid-air in the fire area. Her agency
receives SAFECOMs on near mid-air collisions (those within 500 feet). She has completed a 10-year study of
those reports that indicated that 30 percent of near mid-air collisions occur between aircraft operated by
federal agencies as part of the fire fighting team. The agencies are taking aggressive action to reduce this
number. A major improvement has seen incidents with military aircraft drop from 32 percent to 10 percent.
Funds received from Congress will help develop programs to enhance flight safety in the fire area. An
example of cooperation with the military is clearly illustrated in a letter from AFXO that recognizes the safety
aspects of aerial firefighting and directs Air Force pilots to be aware of a serious conflict potential with
firefighting aircraft. Another example of cooperation is the staff at Ft. Rucker duplicating the BLM/Forest
Service flight safety video and providing it to every Army Aviation unit.
Some improvements this year include the availability of TFR information on the internet. The site displays the
TFR over a FAA Sectional Chart that can be printed immediately and utilized by all pilots. One problem does
exist and that is the inconsistency of charting TFRs. There are no FAA charting standardization inputs and this
can lead to major miss-representation of TFR boundaries. Another safety improvement is the issuance of a
national IFF (transponder) code 1255 to firefighting aircraft that should assist in aircraft identification and
separation.
Ms. Stewart reiterated the need for commercial phone numbers in FLIP AP-1B. In addition, she emphasized
the need for evening and weekend contacts. The objective is to be able to contact military units during
firefighting operations. She also mentioned that the Airspace Users Guide is available through the BLM and
Forest Service and will provide answers to many questions such as, who operates in a certain area and how
they can be contacted.
A continuing problem is the need for MAMS and SAMS development into a usable product for real-time
special use airspace utilization information. Ms. Stewart reiterated that co-ordination and co-operation are the
key to avoiding a mid-air or a TFR intrusion.
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